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CONGRATULATIONS!!!



Comparing Awards & Offers

Cost of attendance

● Tuition & Fees
● Room and Board
● Books and Supplies
● Transportation
● Personal/Misc. Expenses

Compare your Financial Aid

● Gift Aid
○ Grants & Scholarships
○ Other Gift Aid

● Self-Help Aid
○ Federal Subsidized Loans
○ Federal Unsubsidized Loans
○ Federal Perkins Loan
○ Other Student Loans
○ *Parent PLUS Loans
○ Work Study



Net Price: $41,280



What to do next....
● Review all Financial Aid Award Offers
● Determine the college/university you can afford
● Accept or decline each funding type
● Complete required forms by the deadline 

○ Whether online, in the student portal or hard copy

● Being late can cost you money!

Remember: You’ll reapply for financial aid each year in college. 



Making a Decision
Think things over, ask yourself:

● Am I ready to work hard?
● What do I want out of my college experience?
● Which college best matchs my list of must-haves?
● Do I need any additional information to make an informed decision?
● At which college can I imagine myself investing & engaging?



Intent to Enroll
● Sign on to your school’s portal

○ Register for classes
○ View grades
○ Track course progress
○ View your financial aid award
○ View school calendars

● Meet ALL deadlines
● Tuition deposit



Orientation
● Helps transition new students to college life

● Required at most colleges
○ HIGHLY recommended at all

● May be required to be completed before registration 



Housing

● Housing application
● Housing deposit
● Select your dorm & meal plan
● Roommate questionnaire 

● Find a location near campus
● Signing a lease
● Roommate or Single

On-Campus Off-Campus



Comparison
On-Campus Housing

● Double Occupancy, w/ roommate, 
community bathroom: $6,566

Off-Campus Housing

● Average Rent in HNL: $1,743
● Aug. 17’ - Aug 18’: $20,916

$1,700 Studio in WaikikiHale Aloha Freshman Dorm 



Registration
● Review the online course catalog

● Create a schedule that works for you



Full-Time Student: Be sure to register for at least 15 credits
● In case you want to drop
● Scholarship requirements



Registration

● Register Early

● Review the online course catalog

● Create a schedule that works for you

● Consult your academic adviser

● Get requirements out of the way 
● Maintain balance in your schedule



Other Items “to do”
● Take care of loan 

paperwork

● Check your computer 
requirements

● Start shopping and packing
● Contact your roommate
● Get a physical (updated TB/MMR)

● Schedule your placement exams

● Thank your supporters



72%
NATIONAL RETENTION RATE

According to THE NATIONAL STUDENT CLEARINGHOUSE RESEARCH CENTER



Student Support 
Services

What is available at your college?



Student Support Services
● Academic Advising & Support
● Counseling
● Career & Graduate/Professional School Advising
● Residential Life
● Student Organizations
● Spiritual Life



A Shopping List





Your Shopping List
● Bedding (X-long twin)

● Storage & Organization

● Approved Kitchen Tools 

● Bath

● Electronics/Audio

● Laundry & Cleaning

● Room Decor

● Desk Organization



Expensive Expenses



In-Direct Costs / Budget Items = Upfront Expenses
● Even if there is enough 

scholarship/financial aid to 
cover TOTAL Cost of 
Attendance…
○ Still upfront expenses

■ Dorm room, books, 
plane tickets, etc.

● Work Study ≠ Upfront
● Any “refunds” issued after 

school has begun

Look for…

● Other scholarships 
● Stipend positions
● Consider becoming an RA



@Parents : #letgo



Letting go…  
● Stay in touch

● Mistakes Happen

● Avoid visiting (or calling, or texting, or Facetime-ing)... too often  :)

● Plan for homesickness

● Everyone (might/very likely/chances are/will) probably cry (at some 
point)

● Doubt:  Should I be here?  Did I make the right decision?  

● The first semester is usually the hardest semester.  Stick it out 
for at least ONE (1) year!



He Mau Nīnau?
Mahalo nui!  Drive safely!





Strategies for Success



Keys to Success...

● Stay Organized

● Time Management

● Don’t Procrastinate


