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Haloa, The First Hawaiian

There was a time, long, long ago when only the akua, the Hawaiian gods, lived upon the land in
Hawai‘i. Wakea (Sky father) took Ho‘o-ho-kii-ka-la-ni (creator of the stars in the sky) to be his
companion. She soon became pregnant with their first keiki (child). They were overjoyed and
looked forward to the day their first child would be born.

The day finally arrived and Ho‘ohokiikalani gave birth to a stillborn son. It was heartbreaking.
But Wakea and Ho‘ohokiikalani loved their little son so much they named him
Ha-loa-na-ka-lau-ka-pa-li-li (trembling leaf of the long stalk/breath) and buried him near the
eastern corner of their house. That way he would always be close to them. Ho‘ohokiikalani’s
tears watered the earth where he was born. They visited him and cared for that tiny plot of land
every day.

Soon after, they noticed an unusual plant growing, one they had never seen before, sprouting
from the very spot where Haloanakalaukapalili was buried. This plant had green, heart-shaped
leaves connected to a long stem. Below the stem, in the ground grew the corm. This amazing
plant was the very first kalo! Wakea and Ho‘ohokiikalani were so happy and cared for this plant.
The kalo continued to grow bigger and was soon surrounded by many little plant shoots called
‘oha. These shoots were planted and grew into kalo plants which would ultimately feed the

people.


http://hawaiiannativeplants.com/ourplants/kalo/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cngKm3JTJHggzTdMjEiJbLmUAMwizckn/view?usp=sharing
https://www.ctahr.hawaii.edu/Site/Taro.aspx
https://images.search.yahoo.com/yhs/search;_ylt=AwrWmjbjONReBlYAEQEPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTE0dnNlcWRxBGNvbG8DZ3ExBHBvcwMxBHZ0aWQDQzAxNTVfMQRzZWMDcGl2cw--?p=Hawaiian+taro+varieties&type=pds_me3579bdfpyzsegikmoqyifc14eg6g8m_20_20_ssg33&param1=1&param2=f%3D4%26b%3Dchrome%26ip%3D76.173.200.159%26pa%3Dpdfconverterds%26type%3Dpds_me3579bdfpyzsegikmoqyifc14eg6g8m_20_20_ssg33%26cat%3Dweb%26a%3Dpds_me3579bdfpyzsegikmoqyifc14eg6g8m_20_20_ssg33%26xlp_pers_guid%3Dgclid_eaiaiqobchmi2yc689yx6qivl85bch3isaoveaeyasaaeglwlfd_bwe%26xlp_sess_guid%3Dbbfe8467192b7bd602706f6fb909ae6c-8711-d659e6170bc6%26uref%3D%26abid%3D%26xt_abg%3D%26xt_ver%3D10.1.4.107%26ls_ts%3D1589403359&hsimp=yhs-001&hspart=itm&ei=UTF-8&fr=yhs-itm-001

Wakea and Ho‘ohokikalani soon had a second child, a healthy boy. They named this little baby
Haloa, after his older brother. He grew up to be a strong man. He was the very first Hawaiian
kanaka (person). All Hawaiians are descended from Haloa. In this way the kalo plant was first
born and is the kua ‘ana (older sibling) of the Hawaiian people. Hawaiians are the kaikaina
(younger siblings) of Haloanakalaukapalili. It is the kuleana (responsibility) of the elder kalo
plant to care for his younger siblings by feeding them so they never go hungry. In return, it is the
kuleana (responsibility) of Hawaiians to care for their elder brother, the kalo plant. This
relationship continues to be honored today. Kalo feeds the Hawaiian people and the Hawaiian
people continue to care for the ‘@ina (land) and for the kalo.

As descendents of Haloa, the Hawaiian people continue to honor these important ancestral

relationships.



